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Club Installation Dinner Held, Kifth Annual Gathering Marks

New Officers Take the Helm Chub’s Celebration of Black History Month

Over 40 people filled the banquet room as Club On February 5, 2007 The Democratic Club of

members and guests came together to celebrate the Southwest Riverside County launched its com-

swearing in of the Club’s newly elected officers on memoration of Black History Month at its meeting

January 25, 2006. at B’Nai Chaim Synagogue.

The program for the evening included brief Thanks to the efforts of Mati Robinson, Chair
welcoming remarks from the past president, Bonita of the Outreach Committee, the guest speaker for
Connoley, dinner service, a sharing of thoughts by the evening was Dr. Gary Rolison. He serves as a
the guest speaker, Robert Hamiiton—member of the | professor in the Social Sciences Department at
San Diego Democratic Central Committee and the California State University at San Marcos and was

president of the Fallbrook Democratic Club, the recently appointed the university’s first Diversity
presentation of an Appreciation Award to Elaine and Equality Coordinator.

Axe, the swearing in of officers by Shirley Walton, In his presentation, Dr. Rolison began by point-
Chairwoman of the Riverside County Democratic ting out that people in the United States originally
Central Committee, and closing remarks by Howard found it difficult to accept racial minorities. How-
Katz, the new Club president. ever, the country has come a long way since the

As he shared his thoughts, Robert Hamilton gave days of the Founding Fathers. Many people in the
his listeners plenty to think about. He reminded them | U. S. have come to accept and respect others even

of the meaning of the November election, of the though they come from racially diverse back-
voters” wish to see the couniry move in a new grounds and cultures.
direction, of the schievements of Democratic leaders Even so, Dr. Rolison noted a number of factors
such as Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Jimmy remain that show a lingering lack of equality for
Carter, Bill Clinton, and Nancy Pelosi. Blacks: Over half of those in prison are Blacks,
Hamilton also stressed that Democrats have an -most Blacks are roughly two-thirds less well off
opportunity, now, to put a Democrat back in the than whites, and more Blacks have been infected
White House in 2008. He encouraged Club members | by the AIDS virus than whites.
to get actively involved in the coming election, to While those challenges wait to be overcome,
help register voters, and to start organizing precincts Dr. Rolison added that there are signs of hope that
as soon as possible. racial equality will one day be the norm in
{Pleage soe Installation on p. 3) American society. In California, for example,
lease see Black Histo .3
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